
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                               October 28, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 462 (Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky) 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I am able to grasp that there are areas in my life 
where I do not see well in the sense that my sight is prejudiced or 
partial.  That is, sometimes I notice that I am not seeing enough of 
what is actually there to be seen, and at other times I notice that I 
am seeing what I want to be there but is not actually there.  Once 
I notice that my sight is partial, the difficult part for me is to see 
what is actually there, because it means waiting for something to 
be shown to me.  I have a difficult time waiting and watching 
because it is stressful for me to be receptive and open. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 10:46-52 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
 
 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 324 (Open My Eyes That I may See) 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for November 4, 2018 
Ruth 1:1-18; Psalm 146; Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 Daylight Savings Time ends next Sunday.  The clocks “fall” back 
one hour. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 If you wish to donate money to aid in the recovery efforts for 
those effected by the hurricanes, you may do so by making a 
check out to this church and marking the memo for these relief 
efforts. 
 Information from the California Council of Churches on the 
November 6th ballot propositions is on the table in the coffee 
room. 
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Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 
 We live in a time when great emphasis is placed on being at the 
top of our game, especially in terms of how we present ourselves to 
others. It is important that we give the impression that we are 
competent and capable. On the Christian journey a different 
emphasis is valued, that of honoring the reality that there is much 
we do not know and perceive, and therefore of remaining open to 
being shown what we do not yet grasp. Using the imagery  from the 
story of the healing of blind Bartimaeus, we take into account the 
truth that we are blind and go through life with the expectation that 
God will cause us to see what we do not or cannot. 
 We are describing internal, mental and emotional blindness that 
results in a lack of perception, an inability to see other than or 
beyond what we were taught to see when we were younger. Being 
blind refers to our not seeing what is there to be seen, especially 
the subtleties and nuances of issues that are before us, and also to 
seeing things that are not there, particularly qualities and abilities 
we think we and others possess but do not. We are blind to the 
reality of what is inside us and around us because our sight is biased 
or prejudiced. 
 God cures this blindness with insights that tell us we are blind, 
that inform us we’re not seeing what is there, and/or are seeing 
what is not there. This is experienced as a flash of awareness that 
we are missing or exaggerating something, not recognizing 
something that is there or overstating something that isn’t. What 
follows is that we live with this insight for while and keep our minds 
eye open for what else might be there to be seen. We do not know 
what else there is to be seen because we are blind, but we sense 
there is something we are not seeing, and we become receptive to 
it being disclosed. This is not doubting everything we perceive, but 
more realizing that our perceptions are always partial and therefore 
we hold them cautiously and keep an open mind. We no longer hold 
onto the certainty of our perception. Instead, we hold onto the 
certainty that God will bring us the insight that we are blind, which 
will motivate is to look at the rut into which our vision is generally 
focused and to see something that is above it or outside it. 

[Jim Robie, 10-25-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost (Mark 10:46-52) 
 We will internalize today’s text so that the blindness we are 

concerned with is not physical blindness but rather mental or 

emotional blindness, blindness that effects our perception of both 

our subjective world and the objective world. 

 The word translated into English as blind is the Greek word 

meaning opaque. Every time the word appears it is the same word: 

“opaque (as if smoky), i.e. (by analogy) blind, physically or 

mentally.” Its root is a word meaning “to envelop with smoke, i.e. 

(fig.) to inflate with self-conceit.” In English, opaque is defined as 

“incapable of being penetrated by light.” To be blind mentally is to 

have a mind that can only consider its own content, a mind that is so 

attached to its own point of view that no light penetrates any issue 

that is being considered; nothing new gets in, and no other 

perspective or information registers. To be blind mentally is to 

assume the clarity of our sight and the correctness of our 

perspective. A mind that is blind believes it sees perfectly and would 

not know there is anything to see other than what it already sees. 

 This blindness has two ways of being manifest: one is the 

inability to see what is actually there; and the other is the ability to 

see what is not there. We are most familiar with the first: we do not 

see things that are apparent to others, or fail to see the nuances and 

subtleties others see readily. The second is less easily recognized: 

we believe things are true of ourselves or others that simply are not; 

we project what we want or need to see onto ourselves, others, or 

situations seeing what isn’t there but we wish were. 

If we who are mentally blind are going to see, we first have to 

realize that we are blind. The man in this story is named Bartimaeus. 

His name is a combination of a prefix “bar” which means “son 

of/child of” and the name of his father Timaeus, which  means “the 

unclean, polluted.” His name means literally “the son of the 

unclean/polluted.” God brings us the insight that we are the child of 

Timaeus. That is, the awareness comes to us in the middle of 

something with which we are involved that there is something about 

the way we perceive that is “unclean and polluted.” We begin to see 

and accept that our sight is compromised in that we see selectively 

and are blind concerning much of what is there to be seen, or see 

things that are not there. Generally, we see what we already 

recognize, and as we understand this we begin to comprehend that 

we cannot recognize the things to which we are blind. This insight 

dawns on us, like a light being turned on in a dark room so that 

suddenly, immediately we see that we do not see. 

In this story, Bartimaeus goes from not seeing to seeing. The way 

that happens for us internally is not what we expect. We go from 

being blind, to seeing we are blind, and then to being taught how to 

live as a blind person, which is how our sight gets restored. What we 

want is to no longer be blind, which is not possible in that we always 

see partially and selectively. What God does is continuously help us 

see that we are blind, that we always see partially and never see 

everything there is to be seen, which helps our hearts and minds open 

to being shown what there is to be seen. We learn to live in an 

environment of open receptivity where, being open to the idea that 

there are things we do not see, we become willing to be shown more 

than we now see. The image in the text is that Bartimaeus asks for 

mercy and then throws off his cloak and goes toward Jesus. To press 

the metaphor a little: the insight dawns that tells us we are blind, and 

the way we respond to the insight is to throw off the mindset that tells 

us we already see what there is to be seen, and so become more open 

to seeing differently or additionally. 

The promise is that God will go with us into our internal and 

external issues and will give us sight in the form of insights which 

allow us to navigate what we are facing with greater clarity. We are 

asked to trust and rely on the fact that God will honor this promise. 

When we are facing something impenetrable, and as we are given the 

grace to realize that we are in fact blind with regard to it, we are 

asked to gently and slowly open to the truth of being blind. 

Paradoxically, our opening in this way slows us down and allows us 

to be receptive of and entertain insights which will illumine what we 

could not and did not see before. Such open receptivity helps relax 

the insistence that we make a frontal assault on what concerns us. It 

also creates the possibility of a different approach to what we face, 

or even a different definition and understanding of what we are 

facing. 

The Christian journey is not about becoming more confident in 

what we see and know. It is about becoming more aware that we do 

not see and know. It is about asking for mercy [the Greek word 

means compassion] which comes in the form of a heart and mind that 

are less harsh in their insistence that we always present ourselves as 

someone who already knows and understands, and that instead we 

present ourselves as someone with a heart and mind more open to 



seeing and understanding what is beyond us. It is about being shown 

that we are blind, and then longing or craving to be able to “see” 

[the Greek word means “to look up”]. We ask to have our eyes lifted 

up out of the rut into which we are always looking, and to see 

something we do not normally see, or to see differently something 

we do normally see. The Christian journey is about becoming more 

actively receptive to being shown. 

The issue for us is to come into possession of enough awareness 

and attention to recognize that we are blind, and then to trust that 

God will show us what we need to see. As with blind Bartimaeus, 

being open and receptive will make us “well” in the sense of keeping 

us safe in the middle of what we face [the Greek word translated as 

“well” means “to save,” from a root “safe”]. 

[Jim Robie, 10-25-18, O.T. 23rd Sunday after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 10:46-52] 


